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HO, HO, HOf and what would YOU like for Christmas? have you been a SHOUL little child? I hope so
.

FOR WITH THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT ALL ABOUT US, THE EDITORS THOUGHT IT WOULD BE FITTING TO GIVE OUR STORY FOR
THIS ISSUE A LITTLE CHH/STMASY FEELING r IT'S CHRISTMASgVi* AND ALL GOODLITTlE CHILDREN ARE
TUCKED IN THEIR B BOOT- BYES FAST ASLEEP? HOfHOf A PERFECT ATMOSPHERE FOR A CHRISTMAS TALE. EH?



She lingered. .

THAT HAD CULM
FROM UPSTAIRS

CAROL? WHAT’S
THE MATTER,
I DEAR?

DID SANTA
CLAUS COME
YET, MOMMY?

DID HE?

There was no hurry, she had planned too long
AND TOO WELL. THERE WERE NO NEIGHBORS WITHIN

MILES AND SHE HAD ALL NIGHT TO DISPOSE OF THE

BODY. SHE THOUGHT OF THE INSURANCE, DRIFTED

ACROSS THE ROOM, AND TURNED ON THE RADIO . . .

Her HUSBAND WAS DEAD, AND IT WAS THE BEST CHRIST-

MAS PRESENT SHE'D EVER HAD.' SHE STOOD OVER THE
LIFELESS BODY SPR AWLED AT HER FEET AND SMILED. ..

f HA, HA f MERRY CHRISTMAS
,

JOSEPH? YOU'RE SLEEPING SO
PEACEFULLY? DREAMING OF J

SANTA CLAUS?

She hurried upstairs, opened
THE DOOR TO A SMALL BEDROOM.

I LL SEE, DEAR? NOW
YOU BE A GOOD LITTLE

GIRL AND GO RIGHT TO
*

SLEEP, OR SANTA WON'T
COME AT ALLf ALL .

RIGHT? ^

NO, DEAR, NOT \ CAN I SEE HIM
YET? IT'S NOT

J
MOMMY? CAN I

TIME, SO YOU SEE HIM WHEN
GO BACK TO £2. HE COMES ?

'

' ALL
RIGHT,

MOMMY
'NIGHT.

She remained until her daughter was sleeping
AGAIN, THEN RETURNED DOWNSTAIRS. SHE STEPPED
OVER HER HUSBAND'S BODY, MOVED TO THE TABLE.
CASUALLY, SHE LIT A CIGARETTE AND INHALED. ..

YOU WERE SUCH A MOUSE,
JOSEPH? YOU'LL NEVER KNOW
HOW WONDERFUL IT IS TO BE

E OF YOU AT LAST ?



... LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
WE INTERRUPT THIS PROGRAM
TO BRING YOU A SPECIAL

NEWS BULLETIN.. .

...WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED A REPORT FROM THE A
WORLD-WIDE NEWS BUREAU THAT A HOMICIDAL
MAN/AC HAS ESCAPED FROM THE STATE HOSPITAL

FOR THE INSANE.' HE HAS BRUTALLY MURDERED <

FOUR MOMENmo all citizens are warned to
remain OFF THE STREETS' TH/S MAN IS EXTREMELY<
DANGEROUS f WE REPEAT, HE IS EXTREMEL Y

DANGEROUS/

...ANOTHER REPORT HAS JUST BEEN HANDED ME...

HERE IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE ESCAPED MANIAC ' HE

IS SIX FEET, THREE INCHES TALL, TWO HUNDRED TEN
POUNDS, HAS DARK EYES, SHAGGY BLACK HAIR ' IT IS

REPORTED THAT HE IS NOW WEARING A SANTA CLAUS
COSTUME WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM A MAN IN THE ^
village OF PLEASANTV/LLE

f

- ‘

^

^ PLEASANTV/LLE?f
MY GODf that's JUST

. SOUTH OF HERE' A

Sttt PICKED UP THE POKER, fONOLEO IT, CLE ANED IT, SET

IT IN ITS PLACE BY THE FIRE...

jinglE bells jingle bells^
jInGle all the way... i

Tut music floated through the room chr/SF
MAS CAROLSf SHE HUMMED SOFTLY, AND LOOKED
AGAIN AT THE CORPSE. THE STAINED POKER LAY

NEARBY...

She turned and gazed at the
GAILY DECORATED CHRISTMAS
TREE, AND THE PRESENTS
BENEATH IT, . ,

TSK.TSK. . . NOW I'LL NEVER KNOW
WHETHER OR NOT JOSEPH WOULD j“

HAVE LIKED THAT TIE I BOUGHT

Abruptly,the mantel clock
CHIMED THE HOUR. IT WAS TIME. . .

OHf IT S ELEVEN
TIME TO GET RID

OF JOSEPH.' AND
CAROL WILL BE
ALL RIGHT UNTIL

I GET BACK.' „

She crossed the room to turn
OFF THE RADIO... THEN STOPPED,

LISTENING... I



..HE IS BELIEVED TO BE HEADED NORTH.r POLICE
OFFICIALS STATE THAT HE WILL NOTHARM CHIL-

DREN, AND WILL ONLY INJURE MEN IF HE IS PRO-
VOKED.' IT IS SAID THAT HE IS OBSESSED WITH THE
KILLING OF WOMEN/ ALL FOUR WOMEN THAT
HE ALREADY HAS MURDERED HAD BEEN ATTACKED

AND VICIOUSLY DISFIGURED.

She tip-toed to the window and peered through '

IN THE DARKNESS, SHE COULD DISCERN THE RED COS-

TUME, THE WHITE FUR TRIM.. .

In A FIT OF SUDDEN PANIC SHE RUSHED TO THE TELE-
PHONE AND SNATCHED UP THE RECEIVER TO CALL THE
POLICE' SHE STOPPED... AND AN ICY FEAR CLUTCHED



The front door knob rattled loudly, she moved
AWAY FROM THE CORPSE TO THE DOOR. . .

HE'S TRYING TO GET IN ?

HE ISN'T GOING TO GO AWAY?

HE WANTS ME.' S

THERE?

Again, she listened in terror as the footsteps
LEFT THE PORCH AND MOVED THROUGH THE SNOW.

.

THE WINDOWS' HE'LL
TRY THE WINDOWS'

In THE SILENCE SHE HEARD HIM
STOMP FROM THE PORCH? FROM
WITHIN, SHE FOLLOWED THE SOUND
OF HIS FOOTSTEPS CRUNCHING IN

THE SNOW..
.

HE. ..HE'S GOING

Madly, she raced through the
HOUSE TO THE BACK DOOR? SHE
LOCKED AND BOLTED IT NERVOUSLY..

AROUND THE SIDE

OF THE HOUSE?
HE'S GOING TO
THE BACK DOOR?

She heard his steps clumping
ONTO THE BACK PORCH, AND SHE
STOOD AWAY FROM THE DOOR,

FEARFULLY WATCHING THE KNOB
AS IT WAS TURNED AND RATTLED...

Slowly, she lowered the receiver, she stared at
THE BODY... AT THE FRONT DOOR... AND THE HOUSE
WAS AS QUIET AS DEATH. .

.

MAYBE HE'LL GO AWAY? BUT l'D..

I'D BETTER PUT JOSEPH’S BODY IN

Frantically, she rushed from window to window,
MAKING CERTAIN THEY WERE ALL LOCKED, ALL THE
BUNDS LOWERED? THE RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT THUN-

DERED IN HER MIND. SHE SHUDDERED CONVULSIVELY.

.



Wniuf LOCKING At l THt WINDOWS SH£ NOTICED JOSEPH
ON The FLOUR a strange expression fucked ACROSS
HER FACE. FOR A MOMENT SHE SEEMED BEWILDERED.

JOSEPH... HEAVENS f I'VE GOT TO GET HIM OUT O
SIGHTS IF CAROL EVER WOKE UP AND CAME DOWN-

STAIRS f Itn ^

She hurried down to the cellar, stumbling and
ALMOST FALLING IN THE DIM LIGHT f SHE SWISHED HER
HAND ACROSS HER FOREHEAD. WIPED AWAY THE
DROPS OF PERSPIRATION ,

Loaded with her burden she clumsily climbed
THE STAIRS AND ENTERED THE LIVING ROOM SHE
SAW THE BODY. .

.

I STILL HAVEN'T PUT HIM AWAY ’IOH
IN THE CLOSET^ IF C AROL EVER SAW.

$HE STARTED DRAGGING THE BODY ACROSS THE FLOOR
TO THE CLOSE T,THtN STOPPED AND LOOKED AT
FRONT DOOR AND THEN AT THE WINDOWS. SHE [

THE BODY. . . I

' 1 '

!2HHi
THE WINDOWS f I'VE LOCKED^
ALL THE WINDOWS. . . BUT HE
COULD BREAK THEM 1 HE'LL /IW&ffijB
COME INSIDE AND KILL ME< J

There was lumber in the cellar. Joseph was
ALWAYS BUYING AND PICKING UP PIECES OF LUMBER
SILENTLY SHE THANKED HIM ' SHE GATHERED AS MANY
BOARDS AS SHE COULD, G RABBED A HAMMER AND A

HANDFUL OF NAILS .

She PUT DOWN THE BOARDS, THE HAMMER, THE NAILS
AND NOW, TREMBLING, SHE LIFTED JOSEPH AND BEGAN
ONCE MORE TO DRAG HIM TO THE CLOSET..



From the rear of the house she heard a pounding

ON THE BACK DOOR AND SHE DROPPED THE HAMMER AND

DROPPED THE NAILS AND SNATCHED UP THE PHONE TO
CALL FOR HELP AND REMEMBERED THE BODY ON THE

floor. .
. ^

SHE STOPPED, SUDDENLY REMEMBERING THE BREAKABLE
WINDOWS AND THE FIEND SOMEWHERE OUTSIDE.' SHE

DROPPED THE BODY, PICKED UP THE LUMBER, THE NAILS,

THE HAMMER AND STARTED BOARDING THE WINDOWS...

She went over all the windows
AGAIN, CHECKING TO SEE IF THEY
WERE ALL BOARDED UP AND MADE
SURE THE BODY WAS IN THE CLOSET
AND WENT DOWN TO THE CELLAR TO

CHECK THE CELLAR DOOR. . .

She FINISHED THE WINOOWS AND
WONDERED WHAT THE MANIAC WAS

DOING AND REMEMBERED THE DEAD

BQDY AND WENT BACK AND DRAG-

GED IT INTO THE CLOSET. . .

She let the phone slip from
HER GRASP AND TUMBLE INTO ITS

CRADLE AND SHE PICKED UP THE

HAMMER AND THE LUMBER AND ALL
THE LITTLE NAILS AND FINISHED
BOARDING UP THE WINDOWS.. .

The cellar door was locked and she ran up-

stairs AND CHECKED THE DOORS AND CHECKED THE
WINDOWS AND MADE SURE THE BODY WAS IN THE
CLOSET AND RACED UP TO THE ATTIC TO MAKE SURE

And after she checked the attic she checked

THE LOCKS ON ALL THE WINDOWS ON THE SECOND
FLOOR AND THOUGHT OF THE FIEND AND ALL THE

INSURANCE AND WENT TO HER DAUGHTER'S ROOM. . .



CAROL f CAROL'
WHERE ARE YOU**

MtlU 1 AM MUMMY
f HERE I AMf
k DOWNSTAIRS/

LOOK, MOMMY.' LOOK.'
SANTA CLAUS IS HERE.'

. J LET HIMINft y

She rushed
HEAD LONG
FROM THE
EMPTY ROOM,

CLATTERED
FRANTICALLY
DOWN THE
STAIRS... AND

STOPPED..

HEH.HEHf YEP f IT'S ME. THE VAULT KEEPER.' >
YOU DIDN'T THINK WE*D EVER HAVE TH^ REAL SANTA

.1 SUPPOSECLAUS IN THIS HORROR MAG, DID YOU? OH.

YOU'VE BEEN WONDERING JUST WHAT I'VE GOT IN THIS

SACK f HEH' IT'S ONLY WHAT'S LEFT OF CAROL'S j

rtf
MOMMY AFTER THAT <,

WMmf MANIAC WAS THROUGH
\ WITH HERi HEH,HEH,HEH,

v : ' VW\ (iwm. HEHfAND BY THE WAY.

t '#- merry a
CHRISTMAS' 1

HO, HO, HOT AND WHAT WOULO YOU LIKE FOR
CHRISTMAS ? DID YOU ENJOY OUR LITTLE STORY ?

CAROL'S MOMMY JUST GOT THE BIGGEST SURPRISE
OF HER LIFE... YOU SEE, THIS SANTA LOVED TO
SLEIGH BELLES

f

AND NEXT TIME YOU SEE
SANTA, BETTER MAKE
SURE HE ISN'T SIX

FOOT THREE WITH
SHAGGY BLACK HAIR 1

THAT REMINDS ME... I
GUESS IT'S TIME FOR ME
TO REMOVE THIS MASK. ..

TheI HE r*<JC/M WAS EMPTY AND SHE TORE ThE BED-
CLOTHES FROM 1 HE EMPTY BED AND SLAMMED THE
DOOR OF THE EMPTY CLOSET AND CHECKED THE
LOCK ON THE EMPTY ROOM'S WINDOW. . .

IT'S LOCKED' SHE'S
STILL HFRF f SHE'S
STILL IN THE HOUSE'

ft'



HEE.HEE' WELL IT'S TIME FOR ME TO BREW MT 800, AND LET ME TELL YOU RIGHT NOW THAT IT'S A REAL 600ET
BRE,W I'M BREWING' THIS IS THE OLD WITCH, MISTRESS OF THE HAUNT OF FEAR. REAOT TO SERVE TOO ANOTHER
uoitaiu morsel Of misery to satisfy tour monstrous arretites for evil? hire it is, you HORROR
HUNGRY HOUNDS, THE STORY OFA LITTLE GOT ANO HIS. .

GEE.WHILIKERS ' THIS IS THE 0FSTCHRISTMAS'
I'VE EVEN HAD,' / CAN SEE

f

I CAN SEE /
.EVERYTHING.' I’M SO HAPFYf



"But I ALWAYS KNEW SHE was beautiful even

THOUGH I NEVER SAW HER FACE UNTIL TODAY, tAUSE SHE

WAS ALWAYS SO GOOD TO ME f WHEN I WAS ONLY A

BABY SHE USED TO SING TO ME AND PLAY WITH ME TO

MAKE ME FORGET HOW HUNGRY I WAS.?.

"My DADDY WAS A GOOD MAN. HE

USED TO WORK HARD AN 1 EVEN
THOUGH HE NEVER MADE MUCH
MONEY, HE AND MOMMY WERE HAPPY''

"Like i say, he never made much

MONEY, AND WHEN THERE WASN’T

ANY WOOD FOR THE STOVE, THAT'S

WHEN MOMMY USED TO CRADLE ME
IN HER ARMS TO KEEP ME WARM..."

1 DON'T REMEMBER MY DADDY TOO

WELL 'CAUSE HE DIED WHEN I WAS
VERY SMALL. BUT I CAN REMEMBER

THE SOUND OF MY MOMMY CRYING

AT NIGHT AND HOW SHE USED TO TALK

TO ME...LIKE I COULD UNDERSTAND-."

"It was right after my daddy died that mommy
HAD TO START WORKING. I DIDN'T SEE HER MUCH,BUT

WHEN SHE CAME HOME AT NIGHT, SHE'D SIT ME ON HER

My mommy tried to teach me everything she COULD

'CAUSE I couldn't GO TO SCHOOL LIKE OTHER KIDS WHO

COULD SEE' 'COURSE, SHE COULDN'T AFFORD TO SEND

ME TO A SPECIAL SCHOOL... SO I DIDN'T HAVE ANY

FRIENDS AT ALL TO PLAY WITH.' BUT X DIDN T MIND...

'CAUSE I ALWAYS HAD MY TEDDY BEAR...

"



. DON T HI.Ml Mdl l< WHERE MY I EDUY BEAK CAME E RUM "AmB I MEN MY MOMMY 60T MARRIED AGAIN. 1 UIOn'T

SEEMS LIKE I ALWAYS HAD HIM * AND WHEN MY MOMMY
WAS AWAY ALL DAY, HE USED TO KEEP ME COMPANY. I
USED TO TALK TO HIM ALL THE TIME. TEDDY BEAR WAS
THE ONLY FRIEND I EVER HAD..!’

LIKE MY NEW DADDY AS MUCH AS MY REAL DADDY AND
I DON'T THINK MY MOMMY LIKED HIM, EITHER. SHENEVER
SAID SO RIGHT OUT, BUT I THINK SHE ONLY MARRIED HIM

*My MOMMY AND TEDDY BEAR
NEVER LAUGHED AT ME 'CAUSE I

COULDN'T SEE WHERE I WAS GOING.

“After my new daddy came to

LIVE WITH US, I HAD TO SLEEP
ALONE. BUT I HAD TEDDY BEAR TO

" My MOMMY and I WERE AFRAID OF

MY NEW DADDY. HE WAS MEAN TO US..

AND HE USED TO MAKE MY MOMMY

OVER
THAT CHAIR

|[
WHY DON'T YOU LOOK WHERE YOU'RE

GOING, BOY ? HA,HA.' ^
OH, BILLY/ ARE YOU ALL
r RIGHT? j- wm/t

THING READY IN A MINUTE/

"Seems like my mommy was ALWAYS unhappy
SOMETIMES MY NEW DADDY WOULDN'T COME HOME ALL
NIGHT, AND TEDDY BEAR AND I WOULD LIE AWAKE

,

LISTENING TO MY MOMMY CRYING IN HER SLEEP AND
WHEN HE DID COME HOME... HE WAS ALMOST ALWAYS
DRUNK.

tGETAWAY FROM ME' Y^all right,jed' don't be
n

[I CAN WALK' GET ANGRY f I'LL HAVE SOME-

IAIE SOMEFOODCA

"He oidn't like me. he used to always make fun of

ME AND LA_UGH^T_ME 'CAUSE I WAS BLIND

/



^TCOUGH) OF COURSE I'M 1

ALL RIGHT, BILLY? I 'm FEEL-

ING JUST FINE... (COUGH)

( MOMMY... YOU DONT
SOUND GOOD? ARE YOU
ALL RIGHT? ARE YOU?

[AND... AND I WISH I WAS BIO f
iTHEN I COULD TAKE CARE OF MY

MOMMY. I DON'T LIKE TO HEAR

HER CRY SO MUCH? SHE NEVER

USED TO CRY WHEN MY REAL^A
DADDY WAS HERE !

"I COULDN'T HELP IT IF I HAD FUNNY

LOOKING EYES, COULD I ? IT WASN'T

MY FAULT, WAS IT? IT WASN'T MY
FAULT..^ .

^6ee7tEDDY BEAR.. .YOU AND MOMMY

ARE THE ONLY FRIENDS I HAVE. I...]

X WISH I COULD SEE i THEN. .(SNIFF)i

THEN MAYBE HE WOULDN'T MAKE J

—

Y

FUN OF ME.

rr/AND I CAN'T HELP

IT IF I GOT FUNNY 4

t

LOOKING EYES? M
\
(SOB-SOB) (SOB) J

tVELL'*? WHERSH
EVER‘BODY?f I*M
HUNGRY AND I...d

“Lots of times my new daddy wouldn't give my

MOMMY ANY MONEY. AND THAT'S WHEN MY MOMMY HAD TO

START WORKING AGAIN. BUT SHE HAD TO WORK TOO

HARD.. AND I KNEW IT WAS TOO MUCH FOR HER. SHE

GOT^ICK^J^.

...IT ISN’T RIGHT, IS IT, TEDDY BEAR?

IT isn't RIGHT THAT SOMEONE GOOD

LIKE MY MOMMY SHOULD ALWAYS A

CRY? (SNIFF) AND. ..AND... A

" I REMEMBER ONE NIGHT WHEN IT WAS ALMOST CHRISTMAS.

MY MOMMY WAS REAL SICK AND MY NEW DADDY HADN T

BEEN HOME FOR A FEW DAYS, SO THERE WASNT ANY

MONEY IN THE HOUSE. MY MOMMY WAS AWFUL SICK.

I WAS IN BED WITH TEDDY BEAR TRYING TO KEEP WARM,

WHEN ALL OF A SUDDEN THE DOOR BURST OPEN../



MOMMY? I HEARD HIM' HE STARTED AND CRVjNG AT THE SAME TIME

TO YELL AND MAKE HER CRY' HE dTbIG BULLY
SHOULDN'T HAVE DONE THAT.'MOMMY ) isn’t LITTLE ) YOU LEAVE MY
WAS SICK.' AND THEN I GOT MAO AND 'shOE- J MOMMY ALONE
JUMPED OUT OF BED.

. BUTTON YOU HEAR ? f Y

MON, TEDDY ^ LEAVE HER A

wUprM I BEAR.' WE GOTTA \ L T~6tAAlJ HELP MY MOMMY ' J 'A V

MATTER ,
WITH YOU'?

(COUGH) I'M SICK'

JED . . HELP ME. . .

r THE BOY. . .

I WANTED TO HIT HIM.' I WAS SO MAD, I WANTED TO

HURT HIM A LOT' BUT I COULDN'T SEE WHERE I WAS
GOING AND 1 TRIPPED OVER A CHAIR OR SOMETHING...

THERE' YUH HEAR ME, BOY?' I RIPPED OUT
YOUR TEDDY BEAR'S EYES' NOW HE’S JUST
.LINE YOU' HE CAN'TSEE ANYTHING EITHER'

-

"I REMEMBER LYING THERE ON THE FLOOR CRYING

AWFUL HARD, AND THEN MY MOMMY WAS NEXT TO ME,

HOLDING ME AND TRYING TO MAKE ME FEEL BETTER.
X HEARD MY NEW DADDY YELLING* HE HAD MY
TEDDY BEAR'" ,

f! I'LL FIX YOU, YOU NO-GOOD -

' BRAT.' AND I'LL FIX YOUR
TEDDYBEAR TOO/



I hEawu my new daddy slam TmE DOOk aS hl went

AWAY... AND THEN IT WAS QUIET. MY MOMMY JUST HELD

ME IN HER ARMS THERE ON THE FLOOR, AND FOR A LONG

TIME SHE JUST CRIED AND KINDA ROCKED BACK AND
FORTH..

"It WAS AN AWFUL COLD DAY? I HAD

TO STAY IN BED WITH MY CLOTHES ON

TO KEEP WARM,AND MY MOMMY, SHE
SHOULDN'T HAVE GONE OUT INTHAT

WEATHER. SHE WAS REAL SICK

*1 HEARD HER COME BACK, AND AFTER WE TALKED FOR A

LITTLE WHILE SHE MADE ME GET BACK IN BED SO I

WOULDN'T CATCH COLD. I LISTENED TO HER MOVING

AROUND THE KITCHEN. SHE WAS BREATHING KINDA

FUNNY AND IT SEEMS SHE WAS COUGHING AN AWFUL

LOT/ I DON’T KNOW WHAT SHE WAS DOING, THOUGH.

"I GUESS I FELL ASLEEP f I DON'T KNOW JUST WHEN

IT WAS BUT I FELT SANTA CLAUS LIFT MY ARM AND PUT

MY TEDDY BEAR BESIDE ME. I WAS HALF ASLEEP BUT

I REMEMBER TOUCHING HIS FACE AND FEELING HlSfjtfES.

AND I KNEW THEY WERE BRIGHT AND REAL PRETTY.

"



"The kEXT THING I KNEW, I HEARD
MY NEW DADDY YELLING. I GOT
OUT OF BED. HE WAS YELLING AT MY
MOMMY TO GET OUT OF BED.. . BUT
SHE DIDN'T MOVE... SHE DIDNT MOVE
AT ALL

I LISTENED FOR MY MOMMY. ..AND

I KNEW SHE WASN'T GOING TO GET

UP. I KNEW SHE WASN'T EVER
GOING TO GET UP AGAIN..


